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Musings from the Manse 

 

It’s been a long haul, 15 months of COVID with its many stresses and changes 

has taken its toll on us all, and I’m very much looking forward to a more relaxing 

summer. Our Kirk Session has done a heroic job in meeting for an hour every 

fortnight for the past year, keeping on top of fast moving events and becoming 

very close as a team. At our last meeting this week, we decided to have no more 

“business” meetings until September. As a church we’ll continue to worship, meet in the prayer groups 

and enjoy each other’s fellowship – but nothing else over the summer (except the holiday club – see over 

page!!) We read Jesus’ words in The Message: 
 

“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover your 

life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn the 

unforced rhythms of grace.” (Matthew 11:28) 
 

Just as I was feeling good about that, I realised that someone else has been faithful over an even longer 

haul. Mgr Basil O’Sullivan, the priest at Our Lady’s, has marked this month the 65th anniversary of his 

ordination. It’s no small achievement, and makes me at 16 years in ministry feel like a beginner with no 

right to need a holiday! We sent a message of congratulation and Mgr Basil has replied:  

“Thank you and your congregation for your kind and gracious words…I am deeply grateful for their 

friendship and fraternal support over so many years. It is difficult to believe it. I can only thank the Lord for 

being so good to me”. 
 

I won’t last 65 years but I’ll get through the next one all the better for a break. I very much hope you 

enjoy one too, especially catching up with friends and family. And remember still to take time out with 

God and enjoy God’s people! 
 

May you be refreshed this summer 

Lynn 

———————————————————————————————————- 

PRAYER GROUPS 
 

Our online prayer group on Saturday mornings at 9am has been a lovely 
event for many people this past year. However, we now have the option 
to meet in person again, which left many of us with a dilemma of a choice! 

The result is that from Sunday 4th July we will have 2 prayer groups: 

Online at 9-9.30am on a Saturday, as at present 

In person at 10.40-11.10, between the two morning services. 

Anybody is very welcome at either of these – you don’t have to be an expert pray-er (or even to pray 
aloud at all), just be willing to pitch up!  



APC Website Update  

As those of you who use technology to access your information, you 

will know that the new APC website is up and running.  The address is 

exactly the same as before aucherarderparish.org and we have the 

site secured.   We know there are bits and bobs still to be added and 

updates to be done, and there will probably be some layout changes as Andrew and I get our training and 

know how to personalise the site more to APC as we know and love it!    Thanks to Gwen and Mirage 

Media who previously hosted and maintained our website  and to Stuart at Limelight  Media who has 

designed our new one. Thanks also to our own Jamie Donaldson who took the photos.  So, bear with us 

until we get trained and then you can give us feedback and other suggestions! Sandra and Andrew 

APC Holiday Club! 

Come long to our Holiday Club for current P1-P7 kids. Learn 
how to be ‘Fit for a King!’  There will be stories from the 
Bible, games, quizzes, crafts and some drama!  Wear your 
trainers because we will be keeping fit!  Scan the QR code to 
register, but if you have any problems, we can send you a 
paper copy of the Registration Form.  Just let us know on 
sandra.miller@live.co.uk.  

Church Services in July and August. 

During the months of July 
and August, we will 
continue to hold the 
services at 9.30 am and 
11.30 am. The 9.30 am 
service will continue to be 
live streamed and there will be an audio 
recording of it for anyone wishing a copy.  
At the end of August, the Kirk Session will 
review provision in the light of government 
regulations and in the light of what we have 
learned about worship during the past year.   

Children will continue to have their own 
teaching and activities programme in the 
Centre, at the same time as the 9:30 am 
Worship Service in the Sanctuary. This gives 
the parents the choice of attending either 
the worship in Church or being with their 
children in the Centre. 

Please be reminded that pre-booking to 
attend all services is essential through July 
and August.  Should there be any easing of 
capacity allowances during this time, we will 
amend them accordingly through the 
booking system. 

We look forward to welcoming you to 
worship - particularly if you have not felt 
able to do so during the last few months for 
whatever reason. 
Stephen Miller ( (Coordinator) 



Kidsteam - On the 13th June 2021 the story was about forgiveness and the theme was Jesus forgiving 
Peter not once, but three times!  here are some of the photos which were drawn..... 

Kidsteam 

As I write this, the P&K schools are finishing for the summer break – yippee!!!  

But that doesn’t mean church is on holiday!  We are still meeting at 9:30 each 

Sunday, at the same time as the first church service.  We will be in the Centre, 

so this gives the families the chance to either stay together or for the adults to get the chance to be back 

in adult worship in church.  This Sunday 27th June we are going to be learning about Vanuatu, a series of 

islands in the South Pacific, based around the World Day of Prayer.   After that there will be one-off 

lessons, so missing out on any won’t interrupt any theme – it is the summer and you are allowed to be 

away on holiday, after all!  We are planning a summer picnic at some point, too – 

weather and availability allowing!   And, of course, there is the ‘Fit for a King’ 

Holiday Club happening on 10, 11 and 12 August, just before the kids go back to 

school!   Thanks to all the families and leaders who have kept going throughout this 

strange time, and here’s hoping for a bug-free term from August! Sandra Miller 

Please support me, as this 

year I have set myself a 

challenge to raise money for 

Macmillan Cancer Support.  

I am taking part in the Rob Roy Mighty Hike Challenge on 28th 

August 2021. The challenge is a marathon 26 mile hike from 

Callander to Killin along the Rob Roy Way through the 

Trossachs National Park. 

I have setup a fund raising page on JustGiving and I thank you for supporting me. The link is as follows 

Sylvia Elsmere is fundraising for Macmillan Cancer Support (justgiving.com)  

Saturday 

28th August 

Auchterarder Parish Church’s beautiful Community Church 

Centre is re-opening after lockdown, with some exciting 

plans for development! During lockdown we opened a food 

bank and employed a full-time youth worker. 

We’re now considering whether to continue expanding the 

use of this wonderful facility by opening a part-time 

community café, mainly to serve mums and toddlers, young 

people and the elderly as well as Centre users. 

What do you think? We’d love you to give your views and 

ideas by completing the attached survey - we want to hear from you!  

Community Centre Project Survey (surveymonkey.com)  

Thanks so much for helping us to improve our serve for our whole community 



Church Hanging Baskets  

The Church flowering baskets 
have now been hung at the 
front of the Church and we are 
very grateful to all those who 
contributed to the cost and to 
those who helped plant and hang them for us all to 
enjoy their colourful display.  

Thank You 

Summer is here!! Yes, sunny 

summer is here. Well raining 

at the minute but we can 

hope. I am looking forward to 

summer as we are partnering 

with LOGOS to run a series of 

weekly drop in youth clubs on 

Mondays and Fridays. These 

will be a great opportunity to 

build relationships with young people and will lead 

to more work during term time, as I am hoping the 

Friday groups will continue after 

the holidays. I have also been 

hard at work planning some one 

off events during the holidays, 

most noticeably a murder mys-

tery, and a quiz night. 

Andrew Kennedy  Youth Worker  

Church Finance 

Well done – you’ve read past the headline, on a subject that doesn’t 

always catch our attention!  And this isn’t an appeal for money. 

It is the first in an occasional series planned to give all of us a better 

understanding of finance, at a time of change in the church, both locally and nationally. 

And we are going to start with Ministries and Mission contributions, affectionately known as M&Ms.  This 

is the contribution that each congregation makes to national resources, from which ministers are paid; 

other churches are supported where needed; and all the work of the wider church is resourced.  

Auchterarder had an allocation of £90,000 last year, of which we paid £49,000, more than covering our 

local ministry costs, with £41,000 outstanding. We plan to make this repayment by autumn at the latest, 

and we’re discussing with the national church how best to do that. 

The measurable effect of Covid 19 on Church and Centre closure is a loss of £35,000 in open plate and 

offerings dependent on a physical presence in church; in fundraising income which uses the Centre; and 

in income from the Centre itself. And this largely accounts for the shortfall.   

Notwithstanding the continued closures into the current year, we have a broadly balanced budget for 

2021, so the shortfall does not increase.  This has been considerably assisted by no longer having to fund 

£35,000 a year of loan repayments, and this is thanks to the generosity of so many of you in your 

response to the Future Focus Appeal. Without that appeal, the outstanding M&Ms would have been 

much higher. 

We have significant Restricted Funds (a future article), available for 

specific purposes such as Youth Work and the Food Bank. These 

cannot be used to cover M&Ms, but we remain well resourced for 

the mission of the Church Centre and we remain positive about our 

financial future. 



Social Media Reminders 

Remember, you can always keep in touch online with APC  

and all its goings-on in a variety of ways!   

The website address is: auchterarderparish.org  

  APC twitter link is: @apcchat 

  Messy Church twitter link is: @ApcMessy 

  Our Facebook pages is: @auchterarderparish 

 Blue Door Foodbank 
 

Opening Hours 

Tuesday 10.00 am - 2.00 pm 

Friday 10.00 am - 2.00 pm 

Auchterarder Parish Church 

24 High Street, Auchterarder 
 

For any further information, please contact us on:  

info@bluedoorfoodbank.org or 01764 660965 
 

Blue Door Foodbank is always very grateful for food 
donations which can be dropped off at the local Co-op. 

 

If you have anything you would like 

me to include in the next edition of 

the newsletter (photos events, 

funnies) please email 

sylvia.elsmere@hotmail.co.uk. 

Auchterarder Parish Church 
Covid-19 Community Support 

A chat on the phone 
Tel: 07467 793061 or 01764 660152 
E: admin@auchterarderparish.org 
To speak to a Minister telephone: 

Rev Dr Lynn McChlery: 01764 662399 
Rev lain Paton: 01764 682234 

From the editor ……As I mentioned in my last 
newsletter the production of the newsletter has 
been an enormous success. This edition will be the 
last fortnightly newsletter and I will be producing a 
monthly one on the last Saturday of the month 
during the summer months. 
If you have any interesting stories or photos you 
would like me to publish then please send them to 
me whenever you have them and I will keep for the 
next edition. 

 

If you are reading this newsletter as a 
paper copy and would like me to send 
it to you by email please email me at 
 

sylvia.elsmere@hotmail.co.uk 

Pastoral Care Meeting 
The Pastoral Care Group will meet on Wednesday, 
30th June at 2 pm in the Church Centre If you are 
interested in helping with the pastoral work of our 
church and would like to attend the meeting, 
please contact Rosemary 662549 or 
rvlennox@yahoo.com 


