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Musings from the Manse 
Dear friends, 

Rev. Lynn usually starts her monthly message with the heading ‘Musings from the Manse.’  As she is on holiday just 

now, this musing comes from Blackford instead! 

Our congregational life during September includes a couple of initiatives.  You may have heard of either or both of 

these.  I’m mentioning both of them here, but there are details further on from the conveners of the two APC 

committees which are promoting them. 

The first of these initiatives is Try Praying.    You have probably seen banners 

and stickers here and there over the past few months, which simply have on 

them the words ‘Try Praying’.   That message can, of course, stand on its own 

anywhere, but there is a little more organisation behind this.   In this 

newsletter, Susie Robertson, who is our Mission Committee Convener, outlines what we are going to be doing as a 

congregation, but essentially we shall launch this initiative on Sunday 12th September.   There is a small booklet about 

prayer which you are asked to use over the period of a week.   Thereafter you can, if you wish, record your name and 

any comments at the back and then pass it on to someone else, who uses it for a further week.   It can go to someone 

in your family, or a friend or a neighbour; someone who you think might benefit from it.  The idea is that it progresses 

through as many pairs of hands and over as many weeks as possible.  If you have access to the internet, you can find 

plenty of information about this project, which is aimed, mainly, at people who do not attend church.   You will see 

some banners around the town, helping to promote this outreach.    So, it would be great if you were happy to help 

start it off by participating in this initiative, and let’s ensure that, as a congregation of God’s people, we reach as many 

people in our town and community as we can. 

The second initiative is a National Giving Day.  All Church of Scotland congregations are 

invited to take part in this, any time between 5th September and 31st October.  It has been 

agreed that we should use Sunday 19th September.    The aim is, in words used at the 

General Assembly ‘ to offer congregations an opportunity to reflect deeply on God’s loving 

presence with us during these challenging times and to express our appreciation and 

gratitude through giving generously ourselves’. We are so thankful at APC for the level of giving we experienced last 

year, enabling us to finally pay off the loan on the Church Centre.  With so many restrictions being in force since then, 

though, it has been harder to maintain our normal level of giving week by week.  This Giving Day will be a good chance 

for us to redress the balance and, like all congregations, we can use the money raised on that day through this 

initiative, in any way we wish, provided it is in line with the charitable objectives of the Church.   Funds raised on the 

designated Giving Day can all be retained for use by APC; they are not assessed towards contributions to the wider 

work of the Church.   This is a good chance to build back resources and enable us to develop our ministry and outreach 

in the future.  Many smaller congregations are particularly struggling just now, but that problem will reduce if larger 

ones like ourselves can step up to the mark.    Keith Allan, our Stewardship Convener has written about this in greater 

detail in this newsletter, so I simply ask you to read what he has written and I commend it to you. 

May God bless and keep you,  

Iain. 



Church Services and QR codes 

Just to let you all know we have introduced a QR code for track and trace purposes so if you are attending 
worship or the centre for ANY activity then please use this to sign in. 

It’s very simple to use, with the camera open or ready to take a picture hover over the bar code box and it 
will give you instruction from there. 

The codes are located at the entrance of the church and also the vestry door, we also have one placed at 
the door to the Community Church Centre. 

Not having to call/email/ Eventbrite to book in for worship will be so much better for everyone but it’s still 
important that we are seen to be doing what the government ask of us with track and trace. 

Don’t worry if you do not have a smartphone,  
please still come to Church and someone will take your name and contact details. 

We are currently continuing with 2 services at 9.30am and 
11.30am. The 9.30am service will continue to be live streamed 
and there will be an audio recording of it for anyone wishing a 
copy.  Children will continue to have their own teaching and 
activities programme in the Centre, at the same time as the 
9:30am Worship Service in the Sanctuary. This gives the parents 
the choice of attending either the worship in Church or being 
with their children in the Centre. 

The video link giving you access to the Live Stream service is always posted on Facebook and on 
Auchterarder Parish Church website.  
 
We look forward to welcoming you to worship - particularly if you have not felt able to do so during the 
last few months for whatever reason. 

Guild News 

After being unable to meet together for over a year we look forward to gathering together 
on Thursday 2nd September at 7:30pm in the Centre. Our guest on that evening will be our 
minister Lynn. New members (gentlemen and ladies) are always welcome. 

On Sunday 5th September at 11:30am we will have our annual Guild Rededication Service 
in the Church. We are delighted to be able to welcome as our guest, Margaret Muir, the 
new Convener of the Guild in Scotland. We look forward to committing ourselves to the work of the Guild 
and our new three year strategy ‘Look Forward in Faith’. Our first year theme is Lights and Bushels. Jesus 
exhorts us to let our light shine and not hide it. Let’s encourage one another to be a light in our community.  
After the Rededication Service we will be serving a Soup and Sweet Lunch in the centre. Everyone is 
welcome to come to this.  

On Thursday 16th September George Reynolds will be sharing his experience of life in Saudi Arabia. His 
previous presentation of his journey to Everest Base Camp was both informative and entertaining.  

Guild members and friends enjoyed an afternoon tea in the centre on the 12th of August. On the 19th 
August we welcomed friends from Guilds Together in Perthshire for an excellent evening of music provided 
by Lesley Buchan and Helen and Chris Haynes. It was great to have fellowship together.  

This year we will be supporting two charities:  

BEAT is the UK’s eating disorder charity. They exist to end the pain and suffering caused by eating disorders.  

The Vine Trust is an international development charity working in Tanzania to create a sustainable village 
on the Southern side of Lake Victoria for vulnerable children and families.  

Whose we are and whom we serve 



The Blue Door (Foodbank), a quick update: to date we have issued 8,838 kg in food 

parcels feeding in total the equivalent of 918 people (adults and children). These numbers 

exclude the products provided to the School Breakfast Hub and Free school Packed 

lunches. 

We delivered 1.45 ton of breakfast products during lockdown 2, which was funded by 

Friends of St Margaret’s.  

We have just completed producing and delivering 1,215 Packed lunches over the 8-week 

school holidays amounting to approximately 1.2 ton of food from the £8k funds provided 

by Perth and Kinross Council. We were supported by local companies, 168 Chip Shop, Fish 

& Chip Company, Simon Howie’s & Allan’s the butchers. 

A generous donor has enabled us to gift Hairdressing vouchers.  

We are worried about the forthcoming stopping of Furlough and changes to Universal 

Credit and what impact it may have. So, we would be grateful for contributions to help us 

have stock for a potential increase of need and the oncoming Autumn / Winter season.  

If you can, we would appreciate donations of tinned meat, fish, pasta sauce, cooking 

sauces, soup, sugar, cereal, rice, custard, toothpaste, washing up liquid, soap powder and 

Britain’s favourite Toilet rolls!  

If you need to know how to refer to us, a wide range of referrers can be found on our 

Webpage (www. bluedoorfoodbank.org) as well as other information of our Facebook 

page. If you would like to be a referrer / volunteer, please get in touch. 

Blue Door Volunteers 

 

Blue Door 

(Foodbank) 

Prayer is at the core of the Christian faith and, even if it’s just to say, “God, 

help me!” in a time of crisis, most people have tried it. The Mission Team has 

decided to embark on the Try Praying venture for our church and community. 

This will be a chance to bring the privilege of prayer to those who don’t 

consider themselves religious and who don’t go to church.  

Apparently through the covid pandemic, record numbers have been Googling ‘how to pray’! In the tough times we’ve 

been going through, many people have been seeking comfort and support beyond what they have previously 

depended on.  

Try Praying will be made available to our congregation and the community on Sunday 12th September. There will be a 

copy of the booklet on every chair and we invite you to take it home and get involved with its message for seven days. 

Once you’ve ‘used it’, the idea is that you then ‘lose it’ by passing it onto someone else and encourage them to read it 

for a week and pass it on again! For three weeks, you’ll see a mega banner outside the church and there will be a box of 

the booklets beside it which anyone passing can pick up and take home. We pray that it will become the ‘talk of the 

town’! 

Please take the opportunity to visit the Try Praying website and find out more about this exciting initiative.  
Susie Robertson - Mission Committee Convener 



APC Community Garden - News  

‘Fresh Friday’ has proved really popular with the  community as people visit 

the garden between 10 and 12 on a Friday 

morning to ‘pick their own’.  Salad, radish, kale, 

broccoli, cauliflower, peas, beans, chard, 

courgettes and potatoes have all been picked 

by those who have dropped in, with the 

surplus passed to the Foodbank.  Cabbages are 

now in season, with carrots, leeks, brussel 

sprouts and celery all to come. The garden is 

providing fresh as you like veg’, cutting food 

miles and helping educate young and old about 

where their food comes from. 

My continued thanks to all those who have helped set the garden up and this 

week’s shout out has to go to the Men’s Shed who have built a fab planter and 

strengthened another two, ready for use by our youth groups. 

As the growing season continues, particularly with this glorious weather, we are always on the look-out for more 

volunteers. Pruning, picking, weeding and watering whilst having a good time surrounded by nature, with free tea and 

biccies part of the deal. No experience necessary, there is always some advice on hand and even if you can only spare 30 

mins you would be most welcome. We currently have groups meeting on Wed, Fri and Sun mornings but you can 

volunteer at any time, why not start an after work group. We are also looking for someone to help paint our wooden 

retaining wall (brush and paint supplied). 

Given the success and popularity of the garden we want to extend it and add some fruit beds and a cut-flower strip. If 

you have any experience of building retaining walls, creating a terrace or installing steps in timber, then we would love 

to hear from you. We have the materials we just need some willing hands to help realise our vision. 

If you would like more information you can get in touch at communitygarden@auchterarderparish.org or check out our 

Facebook page @apccommunitygarden 

Look forward to seeing you in the garden   

Mobile Bank comes to APC 
 

As you know the Bank of Scotland in Auchterarder has now closed. The Church 

has been able to help by offering space in the Community Church Centre car park 

for a mobile bank to serve the town. The mobile bank will be there every other 

week. The following link (below) takes you to the customer online timetable – 

which shows dates and times the mobile branch will be at the Church. 
 

https://www.bankofscotland.co.uk/contactus/mobile-branch/perth.html#auchterarder 



Hi Everyone, 

The holidays are over! I had a really good time working over the summer. We ran the Fit For A King Holiday Club, 

with good consistent numbers attending and engaging in all aspects of the week, games, bible teaching and 

everything else. 

We had a fabby time at our murder mystery, solving the murder of our dear 

organist. The young people seemed to have a blast speaking to our suspects 

(Volunteer who really got into the roles) and it was a great night.  

I also enjoyed getting to know some of the young people who engage with the 

work going on at LOGOS. We ran some drop ins in partnership between the 

Church and LOGOS, and that seems like a good fit, there was a good 

atmosphere and buzz about the groups and I’m looking forward to seeing them 

develop over the coming term. 

We will be continuing the Friday evening drop in’s at a later time of 6 - 8, which started Friday the 27th August. And 

we as a church are looking at our provisions for a group to explore more in depth what the Bible teaches us and 

how it applies to our lives. These are likely to happen on a Sunday evening, watch this space for more.  

I have also been involved in discussions around running a course in the school, in partnership with LOGOS and the 

YMCA, for senior pupils with the aim of boosting resilience and mental wellbeing for success in achieving the goals 

they set themselves. Running this course, and doing the relevant training afterwards will mean that LOGOS and 

myself will both have the capacity to run this course in the future, without the need for outside help. 

All in all it should be a good term coming up ahead of us, and we may even throw in a couple of one off events in as 

well, (Movie nights, Trips away etc). As always if anything I’ve said intrigues you and you want to know more, you 

can email me at andrew.kennedy@auchterarderparish.org           Andrew Kennedy - Youth Worker 

A poem written 2018 yet this poem epitomises 
our situation in 2021 during the gathering 
clouds of the virus epidemic. 
 

NOTHING STAYS THE SAME 
 

Nothing stays the same for long 
The sun, the stars, the moon wax old 

Even the lark’s melodious song 
Will grace the heavens but in vain 

Sadly never to be heard again. 
 

To travel back to some far off place 
Where once we stood side by side 

To share and comment on what was there 
Where now I stand to share alone 

By an ever changing shore 
As if I had never been before. 

 
The storms of life they ebb and flow 

The beaming sun comes out once more 
A new born child breathes in clean air, 

All life is back as once we knew  
And flowers spring forth from Winter’s chains 

While songs of joy are heard again. 
 
George Stoneley.   August 2021. 

AUCHterader or OCHterarder? 

I think we should stick to Auch’, but it was Och’ back then. The 

image is from the ScotlandsPeople website, and I have 

transcribed a few words – there are copyright rules. To read any 

Kirk records, or genealogy material, or Census records, or Wills, 

etc., you need to get a ScotlandsPeople sign-on and put some £ 

in the ‘slot’.  

Isn’t it interesting to see the offering amount in 1700, and to see 

that Auchterarder had their equivalent of our ‘Blue Door’ 

thinking back then? 

Finally, NO, you can’t read what was being discussed by the 

Session ‘yesterday’. Personal data also has a time ‘embargo’ - 

for Baptisms it is 100 years.       Ewen McGee 



Update from the Stewardship Team: 
 

Hi there. This is a huge declaration of appreciation from the Stewardship team. 
 

The last 18 months have been nothing short of dreadful for many of you. The life of the church has had to continue 

though, and it was an absolutely fabulous effort, that during a Global Pandemic, Auchterarder Parish Church managed to 

pay off our substantial debt, remaining against the loan from our Church Centre. 'Giving' from our congregation was 

staggering and we amassed a total of £185,441 in donations to help pay off the debt. The loan was ‘fully paid off’ in 

September 2020. This left us with a small surplus against the debt and the extra will go towards some of the outreach 

projects that have been outlined by our Minister in previous communications. 

So, there it is. Brilliant news!! We can now look forwards, without looking over our shoulders. That is a fantastic upside 

to the last 18 months. 

There is a slight downside, however. As said above, the church continued to operate throughout the pandemic. Our 

church buildings still needed to be looked after and repairs on an old building continue through ongoing maintenance 

projects. Heating and Lighting still need to be paid! Our ministers were all working throughout, carrying out our weekly 

sermons, giving guidance, taking pastoral meetings online, presiding over funerals, etc. Most importantly of all, the staff 

of the church needed to be paid! 

So, I hear you saying "I know all of that, so what's the problem?". 

Well, here's the problem. As we had no services in our church for the best part of a year, our weekly offering plate 

reduced dramatically, and we had a bit of an issue to meet all of our outgoings. "So, what about the excess in the loan 

repayment fund?" This money was ‘reserved’ for the centre and ongoing projects, such as youth ministry, etc. This 

cannot be used as fabric and upkeep for the church. 

However, now for some more good news. Due to some further funding commitments, from generous donors, we have 

managed to take care of all of our obligations, and we have a clean bill of health and a clear path to moving forwards 

without debt!! Good news indeed! Now I hear you saying "So come on then, where's the catch? What are you asking for 

now?"! 

There is no catch… Maybe a bit long winded in introduction, but I am now going to share with you that the Church of 

Scotland is to embark on an annual 'National Giving Day'. This will run over September and October, each year.  Rev. Iain 

Paton gave an introduction in his foreword, so I will keep it brief. 

As a church and a congregation, we can clearly say that we have done more than most over the last year to fill the void 

and the last thing we are going to be doing is 'chasing the money' this time around. So, I will merely share with you that 

Auchterarder Parish Church will have our own Giving Day on Sunday 19 September 2021. 

Needless to say, we will be humbled if you were able to extend the generosity of the last year and we will be delighted 

to see you on the 19th of September, when we will be having a special service to commemorate the day. We will be 

printing special envelopes that will be available on the 2 Sundays prior (5th and 12th September) and if you wish to 

place a donation, this will be well used by our church for future fabric, maintenance, and upkeep. In fact, we have a free 

pass with these donations that we will be able to use them for whatever purposes and needs that we have in 

Auchterarder Parish Church. Further, these funds will not be targeted for future Ministries and Mission calculations, as 

they have been in the past. This is really good news. 

If there is anything within my text above that you do not understand, or that you would like to know more, please 

contact, or speak to any of our Ministry team, the Finance team, or my own Stewardship team, of myself (obviously), 

Heather Edment and Margaret Gilmour. 

I am looking forward to seeing you all in church over the coming weeks. If you 

cannot attend services and would like to have a 'Gift Day Envelope' please let me 

know at: keith.a11an@btinternet.com, or on 07850 413328, letting me know your 

name and address so I can drop one off. 

Thank you for all that you do for our church throughout the year. 

THANK YOU!!! 

KEITH ALLAN - Stewardship Convenor - 07850 413328 



Fit for a King 

What a great success our ‘Fit for a King’ Holiday Club was.  Three days of gospel teaching, music, 

fun, mess, crafts, mess, games, snacks, mess, relationship building – all rolled into 1 event!  

WHEW!!!   We had on average 17 children who took part with a fantastic team of volunteers 

helping – from planners, t shirt producers, bakers, scenery makers, registration people, exercisers, 

game planners, challenge leaders, team leaders and helpers, doormen, crafters, band players, to 

say nothing of our thespians – and the least said about them the better!!!  The Gospel was told over three days - no 

mean task – in a wide variety of ways – in story, song, drama, video, activity etc.  

The theme was built round keeping fit, most appropriate since we held the club just after the Olympics, and even our 

snacks were theme-based:  we had Olympic Ring doughnuts; medal Empire biscuits and ice cream cones like the Olympic 

torch!  Perhaps not the healthiest of snacks, but they were great!   

Have a look at some of these 

photos and see just what we 

got up to!  Thanks to all who 

took part in any way - 

including the families who 

came along.   

Here’s to next year!!!!!  

Sandra 

So many lovely photos and too many for one page, so there are a couple of photos on the next page. 



More photos from  

Fit for a King 

Walking Group – Save the Date – 18th  September 2021 
 

The next walking group outing is planned for 18th Sept to a local Corbett 
(mini-mountain!), probably Ben Ledi, with an alternative lower level 
option if leader cover is available. The walks will comply with COVID 
guidelines and it is unlikely that the church mini-bus will be available due 
to restrictions, so self-travel to start point will be needed. Further 
information on travel and the limitations on car sharing can be found 

here. https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-transport/ 
 
A walk leaflet will be circulated to those on the walking group distribution list.  
Contact admin@auchterarderparish.org if you would like to be added. Or look out for a leaflet at the back 
of the church. 

This group is open to all - there is no need to be a member of Auchterarder Parish Church. 

The Computer Swallowed Grandma 
 
The computer swallowed grandma. 
Yes, honestly its true! 
She pressed ‘control’ and ‘enter’ 
And disappeared from view. 
 

It devoured her completely, 
The thought just makes me squirm. 
She must have caught a virus 
Or been eaten by a worm. 
 

I’ve searched through the recycle bin 
And files of every kind; 
I’ve even used the Internet 
But nothing did I find. 
 

In desperation, I asked Jeeves 
My searches to refine. 
The reply from him was negative, 
Not a thing was found ‘online.’ 
 

So, if inside your ‘Inbox,’ 
My Grandma you should see, 
Please ‘Copy,’ ‘Scan’ and ‘Paste’ her 
In an email back to me. 
 

Author unknown and  

shared by silversurfers.com on FaceBook 

On This Day  

taken from ‘Who Do You Think You Are ‘ magazines 

 

10 May 1888 

Vicar’s clothes stolen 

The Aberdeen Evening Express reports that some ‘bands’ and 

other items of clothing belonging to the Reverend Walker of 

Millport disappeared after being left to bleach on the green at the 

back of his house. A search proved unsuccessful until the minister 

spotted some material in a hedge: “On making a closer 

examination the missing ‘bands’ - six or seven in number...were 

discovered compactly built into a bird’s nest.” 

————————————————- 

19 February 1907 

Local people rescue herrings 

Two herring boats at Kirkcaldy in Fife, on the east coast of 

Scotland, got into trouble when they docked after returning with 

their catch. As the tide receded the boats began to keel over, and 

their load of herrings was pitched into the sea.  

The Fraserburgh Herald and Northern Counties' Advertiser reports 

that "a crowd of men, women, and children went to the beach" to 

try to rescue the catch — despite the interference of hungry gulls. 



Prayer is at the heart of our life as a church, 

and we’ve kept that going throughout these 

past moths in our Zoom prayer group 9.00-

9.30 on Saturday mornings. With easing 

restrictions, for those who prefer to pray in 

person we have now also resumed our Sunday 

morning prayer group from 10.40-11.10 

between the services – you can grab a coffee 

before or after! Please do join either of these 

groups, whether regularly or just when you 

can. And if you have prayer requests, whether 

for yourself or someone known to you, just let 

Lynn or Iain know. All information is treated in 

confidence and personal details are never 

shared without permission.  

The choir and quartet would like to say 
goodbye and a big thank you to Andrew 
Forgie. He and Myra are moving to Inverness 
and we wish them all the best.  

The Archway Well-being Cafe is 
now open. If you want to chat, 
meet old and new friends or 
want information please come 
and join us. Previously we 
invited speakers and enjoyed 

other activities but that is not allowed at the moment 
due to restrictions but will start as soon as possible. 
We work with NHS and your health and well being is 
important to us. 
 

Archway Monday’s 1pm till 3pm 
 

We plan to offer a light soup lunch from Monday 30th 
August. Hope to see you soon. Renee Riddell 

Every Monday 

1pm - 3pm 

Men’s Shed 

Our Men’s Shed has been busy building a planter for 
the Church Sunday School. It is made from off cuts 
from the wooden fence surrounding the patio. 
Recycling materials. It is due a final coat of paint.  

Our Men’s Shed returned to near normality on 10th 
August following relaxation of COVID restrictions, 
although we have been meeting since early July. New 
members have come along and anyone who wishes 
to see what we do is most 
welcome to visit. We 
meet every Tuesday 2pm 
to 4pm in the Church 
Centre Garden Room.  
There is no membership 
fee, simply a donation for 
tea and biscuits.  Come 
along and put the world 
to right with a chat and a 
cuppa. You will be made 
very welcome. 

Secretary, John Boyd 



Social Media Reminders 

Remember, you can always keep in touch online with APC  

and all its goings-on in a variety of ways!   

The website address is: auchterarderparish.org  

  APC twitter link is: @apcchat 

  Messy Church twitter link is: @ApcMessy 

  Our Facebook pages is: @auchterarderparish 

From the editor … 
The newsletter is currently being produced on the last Saturday of the month and the 
next issue will be Saturday 26th September. 
If you have any interesting stories, celebrations, photos etc you would like me to publish 
then please send to me, whenever you have them, and I will keep for the next edition. 

If you are reading this newsletter as a paper copy and would like me to send it to you by email please email 
me at sylvia.elsmere@hotmail.co.uk 

Thank you to all who have supported 

me in the challenge which I set myself 

to raise money for Macmillan Cancer.  

Hopefully by the time you are reading this Newsletter I will have 

completed the challenge of walking the 26 mile hike from 

Callander to Killin along the Rob Roy Way through the Trossachs 

National Park.  

I have setup a fund raising page on JustGiving and I thank you for supporting me. The link is as follows 

Sylvia Elsmere is fundraising for Macmillan Cancer Support (justgiving.com)  

Saturday 

28th August 

Auchterarder Parish Church 
Covid-19 Community Support 

A chat on the phone 
Tel: 07467 793061 or 01764 660152 
E: admin@auchterarderparish.org 
To speak to a Minister telephone: 

Rev Dr Lynn McChlery: 01764 662399 
Rev lain Paton: 01764 682234 

EXTINCT? 
 

I used to work as a veterinary surgeon in York. We had an agreement with the RSPCA that we would give 

emergency treatment to wild animals and birds free of charge, even out of hours. Apart from endlessly 

trying to persuading people to leave un-injured fledglings where they found them (since the parent bird 

was usually nearby) we did get quite a few calls out to wildlife. 

One summer's evening I was just heading to bed when I got a call. A member of the public had found an 

injured bird in her garden. She thought that her cat had caught it. “What kind of bird is it?” I asked, 

scrambling back into my clothes. There was a short pause and the lady said, rather uncertainly, “I think it's 

a dodo”. Intrigued, I took her details and drove off to the address. Imagine the headline: “Local vet finds 

previously unknown colony of dodos just off the A64 in suburban Yorkshire! ”Research grants! Lecture 

tours! Book deals! Worldwide fame! My mind was racing ahead. 

Parking up I hurried into the back garden to find...... 

a young pigeon. 

To be fair they do look a bit like dodos. 

Ah well, back to the day job! 
 

Lesley Buchan 


