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Musings from the Manse 

October 2022 

As a child I remember finding the news so boring, and feeling bemused that my parents found it so 

absorbing. I knew I was an adult when I was babysitting my niece and heard a little voice pipe up, 

“Auntie, when you’ve finished watching the news, will you play with me?” – instantly took me back 

to my own childhood! During COVID, I realised that I would love to find the news boring again, and 

I’ve thought that often this past week. It’s not only the soap opera – type movements of plot and 

character that make compelling viewing. Behind them lurks the stark awareness that these events 

influence our lives at macro level: our mortgages, pensions, job security, waiting times for 

operations. For most of my lifetime our country has been accustomed to taking reliable government, 

financial stability and healthcare pretty much for granted. The recent past, including this week, 

shows us how vulnerable we really are - and how little those in “power” can really control. It's how 

people in two-thirds of the world probably feel nearly all the time, but it’s new to us. 

 

It's interesting that the Church is declining in the affluent West where fewer and fewer people 

believe in God, while in the two-thirds world Christianity flourishes. Maybe our prosperity deludes 

us into believing we’re invincible, in control of our own destinies, and not needing the “crutch” of 

religion. Events like those of the past few months deeply disturb our comfortable certainties. That’s 

a bad thing for our mental wellbeing where it raises our anxieties, and many people are seriously 

worried right now. Yet it might be a good thing if it makes us question where our real stability lies. 

People with no other security are far more aware than we are that we live in a world governed by 

something – or Someone – beyond our control. Knowing who that Someone is – our creator God as 

shown to us in Jesus Christ – is our fundamental certainty. At a time of turmoil maybe worse than 

ours, the writer of Psalm 46 was able to say: “Be still, and know that I am God.” 

 

There’s loads of activity as usual at APC, all of it 

good and much of it in the magazine – enjoy!! And 

underneath it all, by worshipping and praying 

together, may we find the God of peace. 

 

Wishing God’s blessing to you all, 

Lynn 
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Kidsteam 

Each week Kidsteam welcome any number of children to an informal lesson, those under 
3 with an adult, to share thoughts about the weekly bible reading, join in simple prayers 
and create lots of craft. We are now meeting in the Garden Room and have been 
displaying some of our work on the walls in there. Kidsteam begins after the children's 
song in the Sunday morning service. 

We have six adults on the rota, looking after the children under strict safeguarding guidelines, and using our 
talents to provide a variety of activities - often the noisier the better! 

Please contact yvonneelder@outlook.com if you have any questions. 

Messy Church 

We had a great Messy Church on the first Sunday in September. The 

theme was another of Jesus’ ‘I am’ sayings: ‘I am the way.’ and we did 

something different this time!   We set up a Treasure Hunt, giving each 

group a set of clues to find the answers for, thanks to many of the local shops being happy 

to display them!  We had a great turn out of families, and, thanks to a lovely dry afternoon, 

no-one wet!  And thanks to all the smart participants, no-one got lost either!  When we 

got back to the church, the children had to work out the sentence from the letter clues 

they had collected then they had some crafts to make up on the theme e.g. a paper plate 

compass, map drawing and some traffic lights! 

We have two more Messy Churches before the 

end of the year – November’s theme is ‘I am the 

light’ and December’s is ’Jesus is the Son of God’.  Again, both are on the first Sunday of each month from 3.30 

to 5pm.  Please come along and join us, no matter your age – its great fun and you get to share a lovely 

fellowship meal together - a great way of meeting new folks and becoming a bigger part of our church family! 

Church lunches 

The tradition of eating together certainly goes back to the early church and Jesus was rooted in and lived this 
tradition as we can see throughout the Gospels. There are many sermons, teaching points, scripture verses 
that we can learn from but very simply as a church family we want to be like Jesus and follow His 
example...eating together, sharing food, welcoming everyone, inviting the vulnerable, listening and 
encouraging each other, deepening our relationships... 

We have planned a lunch every two months and they will look a little different each time. Join us if you can. 

Sunday 20thNovember, 12.30pm (or thereabouts), The Smiddy Haugh, Aberuthven 

You can choose for example a light bite, bowl of soup, plate of chips or a three course meal - whatever you 
fancy. Pay your own. Booking on a first come basis, please RSVP to Michelle 
Livingstone as soon as you can but by Monday 7th November via text/WhatsApp 
on 07939 525409 or email michelle@weeshopanddeli.co.uk  

Sunday 22nd January, Soup and bacon rolls at APC - please put it in your diary. 

Sunday 26th March, Bring and Share lunch at Pitmeadow Farm, Dunning - more 
details nearer the time. 
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Guild News - October 2022 
 

Whose we are and Whom we serve 
 

On 8th October, some of our Guild members 
attended the Annual Gathering, at the General 
Assembly Hall in Edinburgh. It was a day packed 
with inspiring worship, interesting speakers, and 
enthusiastic hymn singing. The new National 

Convenor, Helen Eckford was installed, and outlined her year 
ahead under the theme "Wee Seeds, Big Trees". Finally, we were 
treated to a variety of popular, well-known songs by the Clydeside Singers, ending with a moving 
performance of "It's still me inside", a song written to highlight dementia awareness. 
The day was livestreamed and shared with Guilds throughout Scotland, including our neighbours from 
Ardoch, who gave us a wave. 

At the first of our October meetings George Reynolds 
spoke about General Wade's Second Great North 
Military Road. His informative presentation was 
illustrated with lovely photos of the road from Crieff, via 
the Sma Glen to Dalnacardoch, in the Highlands. This 
interesting topic encouraged the attendance of several 
visitors, including the welcome addition of a men's table, 
which greatly enhanced the singing! 

 

Last Thursday 20th October we heard from Linda Young all about the Shawl Ministry. This is a worldwide 
movement of small groups who create shawls for people who would benefit from this outreach of love and 
compassion. See article from Marjorie Paton for more information. Please see below. 
 

The next meeting is on 3rd November, at 7.30pm, when Mary Welsh will give a talk on "The 1950's" 
Perhaps a trip down memory lane for many of us! 
 

"I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow"     1 Corinthians 3:6 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

The craft group, which 
comprises of women from the 
4 Auchterarder churches, are 
thrilled to be beginning to 

knit / crochet prayer shawls to enable a Prayer Shawl 
Ministry become an integral part of the 4 churches in 
Auchterarder. The Guild had a very inspiring talk 
about it from Linda Young who co-ordinates the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry in Buckhaven and Weemyss 
Church.  

Please if you have any spare wool could you bring it 
along and either leave it at the back of the Church or 
at the reception desk in the Centre. Please mark it 
“For the Payer Shawl Ministry”. 

If you want to 
know more about 
it, or would like to 
knit a shawl, please 
phone Marjorie 
Paton tel 01764 
682234. 
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MEN'S SHED are FORWARD THINKING 
 
Over recent weeks our Shedders have been making a Nativity 
Set for Christmas. One of our senior Shedders, Syd, made a 
beautiful stable. He is seen here putting the final touches of 
paint on it and he proudly presented it in front of the other 
Shedders. It looks amazing, complete with a set of lights. 
We anticipate holding a prize draw for this Nativity set at the 

"Christmas in the Community" event in the Aytoun Hall, Auchterarder on 
Sunday 27th November, where the Men's Shed will be selling other items. Tickets 
for the Nativity set will be £5, so you need to be there to win this superb Nativity 

set for only £5.       John Boyd 07767 876489 

Blue Door Update     20th October 2022 

Firstly, a huge thank you for your support, we appreciate it as do our clients. The recent Harvest 
donations from APC and St Kessog’s were as generous as we have been lucky enough to come to 
expect.  

This year we have had an amazing unexpected 112.55 kg donation from Ardoch Parish Church 
and Braco Primary School.  

I don’t think we can add more than what we said during a recent visit to Ardoch Parish. We are so 
lucky our local communities are, so far, managing to buck the national trend. Whilst our referrals are increasing our 
donations be them financial or in non-perishable food are also increasing. A testament for the town and our neigh-
bours that people want to assist their neighbours.     (Continued over page) 

The leaves are 
now turning 
colours and the 
church gardens 
are starting to 
slow down. 

Let’s thank Derek 
and his team for 
all their hard work 

in setting up the community garden. Bill and Robert 
for cutting the grass and putting the appropriate bins 
out for emptying. Also, we would like to thank 
Rosemary and the watering helpers for the hanging 
baskets and tubs (not forgetting the flowers inside 
the sanctuary each Sunday). 

We have a volunteer to trim the roses back and we 
have engaged a landscape gardener (on an hourly 
rate) to tackle the weed removal and cutting back all 
the bushes etc around our Church. 
      Allan Russell 

APC Cycling Group 
 

The next cycle that is planned a 
slightly longer cycle on the 19th 
of November to go around 

Loch Tay (32 miles). The cycle is stunning and takes 
us round the B road from Kenmore to Killin where 
we have lunch and then by the A road back to 
Kenmore. Here is a link to view the route Loch Tay 
Loop - 52km Cycle Route near Kenmore (ID: 445848) 
(plotaroute.com)  

We will meet behind the church in the car park at 
10am. Can I suggest that if you wish to come on the 
cycle you either use the WhatsApp group to tell us 
(please send on your phone number to my email 
address) or email Stuart at s.mcchlery@gcu.ac.uk 

With regret, we record the death of Mrs Moira 
Bennett.  There will be a thanksgiving service for her 
on Tuesday 1st November at 11am in the church. 
All are welcome. 
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Blue Door Update   (continued from previous page)   20th October 2022 

We aim to remain ahead of the curve in the difficult months predicted ahead with 
community support and canny planning and spending. 

We received an extremely large financial donation from Parents Supporting Parents 
a local charity which unfortunately has closed, we are so blessed they thought 
about us in a time of difficulty for them. 

Please be assured we continue to use all donations to the foodbank purely on Food Parcels, other ventures you may hear 
about are all financed by grants for specific functions. 

I would like to send a big thank you to the volunteers – no Blue Door volunteer receives payment. This summer they 
delivered on the hottest days and some heroes did a fair amount of ‘on foot’ deliveries with the road closures over the 
summer period. 

Blue Door supported the recent Perth & Kinross, Zero Waste Project with a 3 week one-pot cooking 
session. It was interesting what we all learned from one another and the reality of the numbers of waste 
in Scotland alone. Did you know Scotland wastes over 4 jam packed Murrayfield’s of wasted food of 
which more than half was edible or in date? We also have completed their Cook IT programme. 

In February this year we were approached by the school about providing breakfast produce. Things have progressed and 
after a successful meeting with the school we are looking at working closer together and providing a more nourishing 
breakfast with a more formal Breakfast Club emerging. The 6th form is driving a lot of these ideas and a Uniform Bank is 
planned. We are awaiting word as to whether we have successfully managed to obtain a Fridge and a Freezer as part of 
widening the scope of what we can provide along with collaborations on minimising food waste. So, watch this space who 
knows where it might lead. 

School pupils, Scouts, Guides and more still to come have passed through our doors which has resulted in discussions 
about the Foodbank and Food waste. We reckon it is over a 100 we have seen, along with one adult group visiting us as 
well. 

Blue Door organised a children's event - you may have seen it - Granny Sparkle Invites. This was funded 
by an activity Grant. Wish Upon a Star delivered this for us. The children and Granny Sparkles were 
happy and that is all that matters. If you have any ideas, you think your children / grandchildren would 
enjoy do let us know. Requests from children now have us looking for a football coach…… 

We are in the coming weeks going to hold some cooking classes for 14 plus and some film nights, we have all the pieces 
for these things, now it is about putting together the final plans. Negotiations with a cinema source are going 
well……….fingers crossed. 

We did packed lunches over the summer and autumn holiday’s and from the ones I 
delivered, and the text messages received they have been very much appreciated and people 
are really opening-up as to how much they help people out. Please let people know about 
this, it is funded by Perth & Kinross Council, and we are assuming at this point we will be 
doing it over the Christmas holidays. A big thank you to the team of Blue Door volunteers 
who deliver this.  

If you require any help with the online Perth and Kinross systems or Energy companies, please do get in touch. We can 
provide access or do initial contact for you. We are trying to schedule a visit from the Perth and Kinross Digital team about 
using their online systems which they appreciate not everyone has access to or confidence to use.  

We will consider whether we need to run a “Cosy Place” when the timetable of the planned Cosy Places for the town are 
pulled together and will if necessary, provide one if there are any gaps. 

We have leaflets about financial help for heating due and a recommended local charity that gives advice on how to keep 
yourself warm re: what to do in your home. If you wish a copy, please just contact the foodbank and we will get you a 
copy. 

Please do remember we are here for you. Even if we are not the right contact, we might know who is.  

Do not hesitate to contact us if we can be of assistance. It does not seem enough given your generosity but 
trust me a very heartfelt thank you. 

Thank you 

Jackie Mahoney       On Behalf of the Blue Door Volunteers 
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APC Walking Group 

On Saturday 24 September, 6 walkers, led by Allan Nisbet, 
started from the Northballo wood forestry car park in the 
heart of the Sidlaw hills and had an 8 mile walk in perfect 
conditions of sunshine and a light breeze. The route was 
through Northballo wood and up to the summit of Lundie 
Craigs via forestry tracks and paths. The visibility was 
exceptional and afforded 360 degree long distance views 
North and West across Strathmore to the Grampians and 
South and East across the Tay estuary and Fife. 

The walk took 4 hours in total and was a super day out enjoyed by all. 

The next Walking Group event is planned for Saturday 26 Nov. (Route TBA)  

Please feel free to contact admin@auchterarderparish.org if you would like to 
be added to the list or look out for a leaflet at the back of the Church, on 
Facebook and on the town notice boards nearer the time. 

This Group is open to all and there is no requirement to be a member of Auchterarder Parish Church to take 
part. Hope to welcome you on a walk soon. 

Feedback from the DNA Groups 

You will remember that, as a 

church, we ran 6 DNA sessions 

during May/June this year.  

Groups met in 3s over these 

weeks and over 50 people were 

involved.  DNA stands for 

Discipleship, Nurture and Action.  Lynn and Stuart 

hosted a very pleasant afternoon in the manse to 

review our experiences of these groups.  Feedback 

was very positive and it was clear that getting to know 

people and being free to discuss the Bible and pray 

with each other in a safe and relaxing space were the 

most valued aspects.   

There were some interesting commitments to action, 

ranging from gardening projects for needy neighbours 

and raising funds for specific projects through to 

watching out for ‘alone’ people in church or simply 

agreeing to continue to meet members of the DNA 

group on a regular basis.  Believe it or not, the top 

suggestion for Things to Improve was “Keep it going!” 

In terms of keeping the momentum going, the 

Worship & Discipleship Group has recommended that 

we use this very successful DNA format when we 

study Matthew’s Gospel during Lent next year.  Please 

look out for further details in due course. 

Stephen Miller (Elder) 

Blythswood Shoebox Appeal 2022 

Both the INNER WHEEL and 

CHEEKY MONKEYS NURSERY 

are collecting shoe boxes to 

'Bring Hope this Christmas'.  

Blythswood's leaflet tells us 

they will be distributed to 

people in need of ALL AGES 

in Albania, Bulgaria, Kosovo, 

Moldova, Romania, Serbia 

and Ukraine. 

You can either 

physically fill one 

and it will be 

picked up from 

the church by 

the Inner Wheel 

or they can be 

handed in to Cheeky Monkeys Nursery. You can 

also go online and make a money donation : 

shoeboxappeal.org. 

A few boxes will hopefully be available soon or any 

average size of shoebox is acceptable: length 

38.5cm, width 16.5cm and height 12cm. 

They should be filled and dropped off by late 

October as they will be shipped in early November 

and need to be customs checked etc. Lists of 

acceptable items are available in church or online.  
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Important Information 
About the Digital Drop-in sessions 

The Digital Drop-in has provided a 
service for people in our community who struggle 
with understanding how to use technology. However, 
in recent weeks there has not been folk coming along 
who need help. We have made the decision at this 
time to cancel this drop in service. If this is something 
you think you would benefit from in the future, feel 
free to get in touch and we may look at running again 
if there is demand.  

Contactless payments @APC 
We are almost ready to begin 
introducing contactless 
payments, both in Church and 
in the Centre. 
You'll be able to pay for you 
coffee after the service, for 
your entry to the monthly 
Coffee Mornings, give your 
offering or make donations for special appeals and 
much more either via your Bank Card or your 
smartphone. 
Of course, you will still be able to use cash should you 
prefer. 
However, with having no easy access to a Bank in 
Auchterarder these days, it does make contactless 
even more attractive! Watch out for more info very 
soon! 

APC Community Garden 
 

There will be no more 
#freshfridays till next year, but 
we will put any spare veg up to 
the library on Fridays until then. 
We still have rocket, spinach 

and beetroot in the ground. 

SIX LITTLE STORIES WITH LOTS OF MEANINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1). Once all villagers decided to pray for rain. On the 
day of prayer, all the people gathered, but only one 
boy came with an umbrella. That is faith. 

(2). When you throw babies in the air, they laugh 
because they know you will catch them. That is trust. 

(3). Every night we go to bed without any assurance 
of being alive the next morning, but still we set the 
alarms to wake up. That is hope. 

(4). We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of zero 
knowledge of the future. That is confidence. 

(5). We see the world suffering, but still, we get 
married and have children. That is love. 

(6). On an old man's shirt was written a sentence 'I 
am not 80 years old; I am sweet 16 with 64 years of 
experience. That is attitude. 

Have a happy day and live your life like these six 
stories. 

Remember - Good friends are the rare jewels of life, 
difficult to find and impossible to replace!! 

Taken from FaceBook 

Samba Drumming 

After the October 

school holidays, we will 

be running a Youth 

Samba Drumming 

Group in the church. 

This will be a great 

opportunity to try out 

something new. Come 

along on Fridays after school, 4:15 – 5:15 to find out 

what samba drumming is all about and give it a shot. 

Open to anyone S1-S3. 

Sunday Morning Youth 

Recently we have been lucky to have some 
teenagers join us on Sunday mornings for our 
services. From November we will be offering a group 
for those that come along to explore Christianity and 
the Bible in a way which will be very discussion 
based and focusing on topics of interest to those 
who come along. We will join with the start of the 
service and then leave to our own discussions before 
the sermon. 
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Social Media Reminders 

Remember, you can always keep in touch online with APC  

and all its goings-on in a variety of ways!   

The website address is: auchterarderparish.org  

  APC twitter link is: @apcchat 

  Messy Church twitter link is: @ApcMessy 

  Our Facebook pages is: @auchterarderparish 

From the editor … 

I do hope you enjoy the 
newsletters which are currently 
being produced on the last 
Saturday of the month. The next  

issue will be 26th Nov, just in time for Christmas. 
If you have any interesting stories, celebrations, 
photos etc you would like me to publish then 
please send to me, whenever you have them, and I 
will keep for the next edition. 
If you are reading this newsletter as a paper copy 
and would like me to send it to you by email 
please email me at sylvia.elsmere@hotmail.co.uk 

Blue Door Foodbank 
 

Opening Hours 

Tuesday 10.00 am - 1.00 pm 

Friday 10.00 am - 1.00 pm 

Auchterarder Parish Church 

24 High Street, Auchterarder 
 

For any further information, please contact us on:  

info@bluedoorfoodbank.org or 01764 660965 
 

Blue Door Foodbank is always very grateful for food 
donations which can be dropped off at the local Co-op. 

Update from the Community Action Plan 

One of the main aims of the Community Action Plan is 
to bring the community together. Being able to bring 
people together in person again is wonderful and we’ve 
really enjoyed organising and being involved in Doors 
Open Days and the Bike Fun Day, I hope you had a 
chance to enjoy being a part of these and perhaps try 
something new! 

This month I wanted to share information about the 
ongoing project of our Community Web Site and 
encourage you to pop onto the site and have a browse – 
the purpose of this site is to connect people digitally, 
enable sharing of information and “what’s on”, learn 
more about the local groups and catch up on local news. 
A database for the local area. 

Our web site is aandaconnected.co.uk – the name 
represents Auchterarder and Aberuthven connected. If 
you’re part of a group who’s not yet listed, please feel 
welcome to add the details! If you have any comments, 
get in touch anytime on aanda.cap@gmail.com 

We’re continuing to share information on our Digital 
Boards (Co-op and Cinema and soon the Aytoun Hall) 
and we’re also looking at how we can share information 
in other formats too – what would you like to see? I’ll be 
in the “Logos” premises every Monday morning from 
the 24th so pop in anytime and let me know!  
Ang - Community Connector. 

APC Harvest Thanksgiving  

The photo was taken on 

Sunday 9th October 2022 

Save the Date 

Christmas Party 

We will be having 

a Congregation 

Christmas Party 

on Friday 16 December, in the Church Centre from 

7.00pm until 10.30pm. We look forward to seeing 

you all there. This is a family event, with great 

music, lot's of fun and hopefully plenty of festive of 

hospitality, to help us all get into the Christmas 

spirit. More information to follow. All welcome! 

 


